
26

©
20

07
 b

y 
H

ei
n

em
an

n
 a

n
d

 C
ar

u
s 

Pu
bl

is
h

in
g 

fr
om

 T
oo

lk
it

 T
ex

ts
 b

y 
St

ep
h

an
ie

 H
ar

ve
y 

an
d

 A
n

n
e 

G
ou

d
vi

s 
(P

or
ts

m
ou

th
, N

H
: H

ei
n

em
an

n
).

 T
h

is
 p

ag
e 

m
ay

 b
e 

re
p

ro
d

u
ce

d
 f

or
 c

la
ss

ro
om

 u
se

 o
n

ly
.

Ahuge, fl at creature leaps out 
of the sea. It skims over the 

waves and fl ips backward with a splash. Could 
this be a fi sh? Yes. It is a manta ray. 
These diamond-shaped giants live in warm oceans. 

They can be 22 feet wide and weigh as much as a small 
car—up to 3,000 pounds.

Speed Swimmer
Their skeletons are made of soft bone called cartilage. 

This fl exible cartilage skeleton helps to make the manta 
a graceful, powerful swimmer. 

Slowly fl apping their two large fi ns like wings, 
mantas “fl y” under the water.

Wings in Water

Wings in Water
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Wings in Water
Mantas swim with their mouths wide 
open when they feed.

Eating on the Run
Mantas eat tiny 

plants and animals 
called plankton. The 
manta uses fi ns on 
the sides of its mouth 
to guide plankton into 
its big mouth while it 
swims.

Friendly Giants
Mantas may be big, 

but they are gentle. They 
are curious. They will 
sometimes swim near 
human divers, and even 
let the divers reach out 
and touch them. A 
manta’s tail looks scary, 
but it is harmless and 
will not sting a diver.

Big Babies
When a female manta mates, her baby 

grows in an egg that hatches inside her. 
Later the baby is born, rolled up in its fi ns. 
It uncurls these fi ns, then swims away. At 
fi rst, the baby stays close to shore. But soon 
it will fl y through the ocean and leap and 
somersault above the waves.


